Rowlands Gill Primary School
“Dream Believe Achieve”

February Half Term Newsletter
Here we are, half way through the year already. Can that really be true? February is
here and the days are starting to get longer.
Spring is in the air!

I have taken great pleasure in seeing the
many achievements of the children since
last I wrote to you and watching how they
are growing in self –confidence and self—
belief. We are working very hard to develop
the children’s emotional intelligence as well
as their academic abilities. We want to help
them to understand how they feel and why,
and in doing so, to give them the tools to
achieve more in all areas of their lives. We
are hoping to help everyone work towards
having positive growth mind sets; the
thought of ‘I can’t do it yet’ rather than ‘I
can’t do it’. That little word makes a big difference! It’s the same message that myself
and the staff are focusing upon too. We
know we have many things to develop in
school, we can see a bright future; we’re
just not there yet. So, as Spring brings us
more light, let’s all remember the bright
things that do happen at Rowlands Gill Primary School, all the positives that take
place every day and all the ‘sparkling’ things
that our wonderful children and hardworking
staff do every day through their efforts and
attitudes towards their work and towards
each other.
Have a lovely half term break, stay safe and
be happy, and we will see you all again on
Monday 19th Feburary.
Happy Half Term!

Diary Dates
Please note dates are provisional and will be confirmed nearer the time.
Exact times will also be given later.
February
Mon 12th to Fri 16th
February Half Term
Week commencing 19th
Spring term parental consultations (times to be confirmed)
Tuesday 20th
3A last session at Durham Climbing Wall
Friday 23rd
EYFS Phonics Session 9.15– 10.15
Week of 26th
Book week
March
Thurs 1st
World Book Day
Friday 2nd
EYFS Phonics Session 9.15– 10.15
Friday 9th
EYFS Phonics Session 9.15– 10.15
Monday 12th
6D Visit in school from Kielder's Birds of Prey Centre
Friday 16th
EYFS Phonics Session 9.15– 10.15
Wed 14th
Reception Class—Learn to Ride with Bike It Ben
Week of 19th
Sports Week
Wednesday 21st
3/4L Dance Festival—Purchase Tickets from SIMS Agora
Friday 23rd
Sport Relief Day
EYFS Phonics Session 9.15– 10.15
Thurs 29th - Mon 16th April
Easter Holidays
April
May
Week of Mon 14th
KS2 SATs Week
Friday 28th - Fri 1st June
May Half Term
June
Mon 4th
Pupils return back to school after May Half Term
KS1 SATs throughout June
July
Wed 4th— Friday 6th
Year 6 Residential Trip to Kingswood
Week of 16th
Summer Term Parent Consultations

What a fantastic start to 2018 we’ve had as a school, from the
exceptionally hard working attitudes of the children on a daily
basis to the atmosphere around school being one of enjoyment,
resilience and pride. I’ve been in the fortunate position where
I’ve spent quite a lot of time in the classrooms observing the
teaching and learning that is going on across the school. The
determination and grit that the children of Rowlands Gill display when faced with
challenging work is a credit to each and every one of them and something as a
school, we hope we can develop further. On a personal note, I’d like to take this
opportunity to thank the school community for being so welcoming and accepting. I
look forward to getting to know you all more over the coming term but for now, I
hope you all have a safe, happy and restful half term.

Thanks to all of you have supported us this half term; those of you who have attended our
Rowlands Gill Primary School assemblies, those who have accompanied us on visits, those who
have started to come in and help with giving children extra reading time, those of you who have
contacted us with ideas and information, and those of you who have given us a warm hello on
cold mornings. We have much planned for the next half term that we hope you will join us with
too: on Thursday 1st March, it is World Book Day and we’ll all be dressing up as our favourite book
characters. If you’d like to come in and read one of your favourite stories to a group of children
that day, we’d love to listen to you. You can even dress up too if you want! Just ring the office, and
leave your name, time of day you will be free, the book you’ll read and the age group you’d like to
share it with. On March 8th, one of the consultants from Earwig (our new system for sharing info
about what the children get up to at school) will be holding an information session for you to let
you know all about how the program works, what you can do with it and to show you why it is so
good. We really think you will find it a lovely way to get pictorial information about the things your
child is involved with in school. The more we work as partners, the more our children will benefit.
We know we still have a long way to go with this ourselves, but we do hope that you can see we
are trying to make it happen.

Our wonderful Lucy King is moving on
to pastures new from today after 3
years here at Rowlands Gill Primary
School. She has been a wonderful
addition to our office team and has
added greatly to the school website
among many other things. Lucy will
have helped many of you navigate
Classlist or Sims Agora but is now going on to help others in the Health Service. We wish you all the luck in the
world Lucy and hope you’ll be really
happy in your new career. You will be
missed!

Thank you to the PTA for their continued support in school. They have been re energised with new
members who, along with existing members, work tirelessly organising events such as the Valentine’s disco and fairs. They are often in school working in the background in order to provide much
needed funds for school and this is appreciated by staff and pupils alike.

Just a reminder that parents evenings will be held Monday to Friday first week back after half
term. The new system of booking through the office seems to have been a success. We have listened to your views and have changed things. Thank you to all parents who have already booked
their time slots. Office staff will be in next week to take further calls and you can also leave a
message on the answering machine, and we will contact you to confirm the times.

Parent Surveys
Thank you to those of you who completed the parent survey. Results of this and the children’s
surveys will be published very soon.

Hello,
My name is Amy and I’ll be
working in the school office
full time from now on; you
might have seen my face or
spoken to me on the phone
over the last few weeks! I am
loving my time at RGPS so far
and I would like to thank everyone for being so kind and
welcoming.

There was an initial improvement in parking around our school but people are now reverting to
bad practices and only yesterday I received an email from an upset local neighbour who had been
sworn at by an aggressive parent. At a recent meeting, the police did say they would be making
spot checks and issuing fines, but we hope you would behave well and with good manners as it is
right, not because of the threat by the police!

Just a reminder to parents and carers that dogs are not allowed
on the school premises at any time. Whilst we appreciate parents
and carers with dogs often combine walking them with dropping
and collecting children from school, we must ask that they are kept
away from entrance and exit gates, especially if they are left tied
up and unattended. There are notices up on the school gates
explaining to remind you.
Please take note of them!
We will be sending paperwork out for governor elections after half term. If you would like to apply
please complete the paperwork and, if not, please remember to vote for the applicants.

School overall percentages for this term.
Nursery

90.23%

Reception B

96.10%

Reception I

96.65%

1M

95.45%

1/2B

96.69%

2D

97.10%

3A

95.17%

3/4L

94.96%

4L

93.50%

5M

95.62%

5/6R

95.64%

6D

94.37%

6H

97.73%

As you know, the government asks for, at the very
least, a whole school attendance of 95%. We are just
hitting that lets all try hard to improve next term and
hope that with the better weather, there are fewer
bugs and better attendance all around.
Thank you

Many thanks to all of you who get
to school regularly and on time.
We do recognise that illness can’t
be helped and we are grateful to
all of you who battle in when you
are slightly under the weather.

No reason provided for
absence total for the year
so far.
8 sessions

Whole school overall
percentage for this term.
95.28%

By Jamie
Class 6D

Our year 6 children have based much of their work this
half term around the book Skellig, by local author, David
Almond, as they have studied the topic of evolution
amongst other things. This is just one of the most amazing
pieces of art work produced by the children and shows
what

amazing skills in art they are developing. Well
done all of you.

We can’t wait to see the whole class display!

The afterschool clubs are running Monday—Thursday every week and it has been a simple handover from the PTA, so a bog thank you to everyone involved. The clubs are now open for registration again for the next half term, and we have added a new board games club to the line up.
We are looking at other activities and clubs the children may enjoy for the future. If you have
any suggestions for clubs that you’d like to see in the future please let us know. Just a reminder
that although, we do have to break even, so some clubs may have to be removed if they are undersubscribed. All children must be registered through the SIMS Agora system, and the club will
be closed to new members when it is full. This works on a first come, first served basis. We can
help you sign up for the clubs in school if you need, but everyone needs to be registered in this
way for insurance purposes. We have allowed some leeway this half term by allowing children
to attend when they have not signed up as it was a transition period, but for insurance purposes
for the coaches and school we cannot do this after the holidays. We want all children to feel
as though they can access a club so, if for any reason either cost or otherwise, you cannot sign
up to a club please contact us and we will look at each situation individually.

Monday
FitPop KS1

3.15PM—4PM

Drama KS1 & KS2

3.30PM—4.30PM

Football KS1

3.30PM—4.30PM
Tuesday

FitPop KS2

3.20PM—4.20PM

Art

3.30PM—4.30PM
Wednesday

Football KS2

3.30PM—4.30PM
Thursday

Multiskills KS1 & KS2

3.30PM—4.30PM

Irish Dancing KS1 & KS2

3.30PM—4.30PM
Friday

NO CLUBS

Lots of year 6 students replied to an advert for Buddies recently. They made some excellent applications, telling us the qualities they had that would make them the right people for the job.
The buddies are there to help anyone out who might need a friend, a bit of support, someone to
talk to or someone to play with at playtimes or lunchtimes. A group of year 5 children have been
part of a weekly friendship group, looking at what makes a good friend and how we can often
misunderstand one another and end up not being a very good friend. They are also going to be
joining our ’Buddy Bunch’; you will recognise them all from their red Buddy badges. Well done
on getting the job everyone; we know you’ll do a great job!

Our first two climbing sessions were a tremendous success. Having listened
attentively to the safety induction in our first session, we were able to use
the bouldering walls. We learned how to climb sideways, known a traverse,
as well as climbing upwards. We overcame many personal challenges as the
bouldering walls were as tall as double decker buses! We are all thoroughly
looking forward to completing our last session on Tuesday 20th February.

On Friday 19th January we had a lot of snow, so at lunch time the
children were able to go onto the field and make snowmen! Look at
our fantastic pictures below. We make the most of all opportunities
for fun at Rowlands Gill Primary School!

Reception have enjoyed having coach Vicky in from Little Kickers
every week. They have enjoyed lots of games, kicking the footballs,
and they have mostly enjoyed working in a team with their friends.
The children have greatly improved in their ball skills. Well done!

In our topic this half term, we have been looking at materials and their properties,
and it’s been great to get out and about to really see our learning in real situations.
Our class 1M, went to the National Glass Centre to learn more about different
materials used in architecture. We also learned about the history of stained glass
windows in Sunderland to contrast with our history from Gateshead. The children
learned how to create maps and designed their own stain glass window. I was super
proud of the behaviour of the class, and after the trip, I received an email from the
lady who presented the workshops. She was amazed at their ability and behaviour.
Well done 1M.

What a great Burns celebration 3A had
on Thursday 25th January! We had a
wonderful experience listening to
some traditional Scottish music from a
local bagpipe player as well as tucking
into haggis, tatties and neeps.
Whoever thought that haggis could be
so tasty! Look at our fantastic pictures. This all tied into our topic,
“Highland Hikers and Rowlands Walkers”, where we learnt a lot about life in
Scotland and compared it to our own.
It’s great when learning can be such
good fun too!

We have started 2018 strengthening links with Gateshead College in very interesting and
enjoyable ways. First of all, the teachers have all learnt. How to use some wonderful new
programs to help make lessons more interesting thanks to Jill and her very helpful ICT colleagues.
We look forward to the next meeting to see what else they might be able to introduce us to. Then,
a group of children from year 4 and another from year 6 have been meeting weekly with Katie to
do some great design and technology, learning about different ways to power model cars, then
designing and making their own and finally, competing to see whose car could travel the furthest.
It was a lot of fun, but a lot was also learnt in the process. Perhaps we have sparked an interest in
some budding engineers. It certainly made us see that Gateshead College has a lot to offer. Next
half term, another department from the college will be working with some of our parents. Each
Friday morning between 9.15am and 10.15am, there will be a phonics session for families in EYFS
and on Friday 23rd February to Friday 23rd March. There will be another session for families from
years 5 and 6, to help them become more familiar with what’s expected in year 6 SATs. We look
forward to forging more links and will keep you informed of anything else that you might like to
take part in.

