Year 6 Autumn Term

How did the
railway change
lives in Britain?

This term, in year 6, we are looking at a significant period of British history: the arrival of the railway. We will be focusing on
the question, how did the railway change lives in Britain? To reach our final outcome, we start way back in the 18 th Century
and study how railroads were first introduced in coal mines. We will assess the effectiveness of various inventions and engineering developments from the 18th Century to the modern day and compare and contrast how our lives have changed due to
these developments.
We will be investigating some important historical events, such as the opening of the first passenger carrying railway lines,
Rainhill Trials and studying some of the key people who were influential in the development of the railways. In addition to this,
we will learn about the development of locomotive technology and examine the differences between steam, diesel and electric
locomotives. As well as that, we will be looking at the growth and development of the railway network in Great Britain and we
can then use geographical skills to map out some key routes. Our geographical skills will be used yet again to explore how the
railway completely transformed trade links. Finally, we will be using our speaking and listening skills to debate the positive and
negative effects of the railways on different aspects of society. WOW! We will become great critical thinkers, debaters and
geographers ourselves as we explore all of this. We hope this topic will help us to see how inventions can change the world
significantly and affect the lives of everybody.
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Maths

In maths we will be learning about the following:
Number—Place value to 10,000,000 / rounding / negative numbers / problem solving.
Calculating —addition, subtraction, multiplication, division / factors, multiples and primes numbers.
We will link problems to our topic wherever possible.

Reading

Through ‘Guided Reading’ and ‘Individual Reading’ the children will learn to retrieve information and make deductions, summarise
paragraphs, make predictions, distinguish between fact and opinion and say how word choice, structure and presentation can contribute to meaning.
Reading will be integral to all other subjects, especially topic work.

Writing

We will work towards several longer pieces of writing based on our class text (Street Child.)
However, our starting piece will be a setting description using the film clip, ‘the lighthouse.’
We will learn about grammatical rules including work on passive voice, and about a range of
punctuation marks including semi-colons.
In spelling, we will continue to develop our knowledge of spelling patterns including prefixes, suffixes, silent letters and common homophones.

Speaking / Listening

Speaking, listening and drama activities integrated throughout the curriculum.
In topic work, we will participate in discussions and debates. We will also make presentations to different audiences.

Science

In science, we' will be looking at animas including humans. We will:
identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and describe the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood.
recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their bodies function
describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within animals, including humans.

Music

We are using the Cherenga scheme of work
Fresh Prince of Bel Air (Hip Hop)
The Units of Work cover a range of styles and genres and musically draw together listening/appraising, composing/improvising and
performing skills

Art & Design

In art and design, we will be designing strong bridges linked to the work of Isambard Kingdom Brunel. We will be designing and making
our own with Art –straws and testing their strength !
We will also be using our sketching skills

PE

In gymnastics we will be learning about flight, and will work on the floor and on apparatus.

RE

In RE, we will focus on Christianity and Islam and ask the following questions:
What do followers believe?
Why are some people important to the followers?
What does the religion teach?
How do the followers worship?
What occasions do the followers celebrate?

History

In history, we will focus on the big changes to Britain following the arrival of the railway.
We will be focusing on the question, how did the railway change lives in Britain? To reach our final outcome, we start way back in the
18th Century and study how railroads were first introduced in coal mines. We will assess the effectiveness of various inventions and
engineering developments from the 18th Century to the modern day and compare and contrast how our lives have changed due to
these developments.

Computing

In computing we will learn about:
E-safety (including social media) - making posters on Microsoft Publisher
Programming—Using Scratch and Python programmes to create ‘bug-free’ code.

Our class book will be : Skellig by David Almond and Street Child by Berlie Doherty

The spellings that we will give you to practise are very important and will help you lots in your work at school as
well as helping you to achieve more. You will have work to do on them the next week in school so we do expect
you to do them please! If you have problems, let us know. We also expect you to read some of your school reading book at home and to bring it back into school weekly to share what you have been doing at home with your
teacher. You can change your reading book as often as you want. Don’t forget to do it – it’s important! If you
lose your reading book, don’t worry but please do let us know so that we can give you another as soon as possible. There is a charge of £5 for each book lost unless there is a good reason.

Our PE lessons in Yr 6 are on Tuesday & Wednesday
You will need your full PE kit in school and also outdoor PE kit as whenever possible we will go outside.
Bringing it to school on Monday and taking it home on Friday to be washed is a very good idea.
Do make sure ALL your clothes have name labels in them as it is really easy to get them mixed up when
everyone’s look so similar. If you don’t have name labels, you can’t complain too much if you lose things
can you ?

What’s Going on For Us Each Week?
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

PE

Singing Assembly

Praise Assembly

Shine Time

PE

If you have any queries or questions, PLEAS E come and see us straight away. We can achieve so much
more if we are partners who work together to give your child the very best education. If you would like
any support with any matters related to what is happening in school, we will be pleased to help you .

This half term is from Tuesday 4th September—Friday 19th October
School lessons start at 8:55am, but school is open to children from 8:45am. They can come in any
time in those 10 minutes , put their things away and settle themselves before the day begins. TAs
will be on the yard to take any messages from you to pass on to the teachers. The teachers will be
in their classrooms preparing for the mornings and looking out for the children. Teachers will
bring the children out of school at the end of the day and chat to you then or, if they need to,
they will give you a call through the day in response to any messages that have been passed on to
TAs.
Lunchtime is a 50 minute break for all children and KS1 children have a 10 minute afternoon playtime at a time that best suits what they need and what they are doing.

Praise Assembly is every Thursday at 2:30pm and you are always welcome to attend.
Pre school and after school care is available through Funky Monkeys.
After school clubs are arranged by the office at Rowlands Gill Primary School and can be booked
onto via SIMS Agora. More information on the clubs we have to offer can be found on our website www.rowlandsgillprimary.org.
School meals are free for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 but cost £ 2.60 per day for
children in Y3,4,5, or 6. Dinner money is now paid through SIMS AGORA. If you need to sign up
for this, please just ask in the office for your unique number. Menus are available from the front
desk and we would be grateful if you could pay in advance for the meals you want in a week..
ALL children must have up to date contact details in case of emergencies. Please let us know as
soon as you change your mobile number or move house. If your child has ANY health issues, we
must know in order to keep them safe. Any medication must be handed in to the office and kept
securely. Inhalers are kept in the classrooms so that they are available to children at all times.
Please try to make all medical appointments out of school hours. If this cannot be done, then we
must have an appointment card or letter in order to be able to give the children their mark.
If your child is absent, please phone us FIRST thing on the 1st day of their absence and keep us
informed daily until they return. I f they have been vomiting, then they need to stay at home for 48
hours after the last time they are sick to avoid it spreading.
We try to give children as many interesting and meaningful experiences as possible in order to maximise their learning. Visits are part of this. We will try to give you as much notice of these as possible. If you have any problems giving the contribution asked for, please let us know and we will see
how we can help.
Our school phone number is 01207 549359

Thank you for working with us to give your child the best we can at Rowlands Gill.

